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And other unexpected
ideas to bring
style and texture
Lo your interiors

BOATHOUSES /BIENNIAL BLOOMS / MONTAUK'S WILD COAST / RAISING ASPARAGUES
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Tools

HOME & GARDEN

RETHINKING THE
WAY WE THINK
ABOUT WALLS

FROM DISTINCT TEXTURES TO TRICKS OF THE EYE, TREATMENTS
GOWELL BEYOND JUST CHOOSING THE RIGHT COLOR

INSIDE

HOUSES FOR BOATS

BIENNIAL BLOOMS

OUR EDITORS PICK THEIR TOP EVENTS
SPOTTING BIRDS
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into outdoor projects, it’s also a great time to give the inside of the home a
refresh too.

It’s been a decade since the walls of my own home have seen a fresh coat of
paint, so it’s an understatement to say they’re overdue for an upgrade. But when
vou have three children in the span of six years (including one with a special
talent for sniffing out Sharpie markers no matter where you hide them, and an
affinity to using them on surfaces other than paper), paying someone to give your
walls a fresh coat of paint seems like a bad idea.

This year, I finally feel tentatively ready to take the plunge (or dip the brush,
s0 to speak), and thanks to a story [ wrote for this April issue of the Express
Magazine, I have plenty of inspiration.

There’s so much more that can be done to make the walls of your home stand
out, reflect your personal style, and complement the rest of your decor. That's
illustrated perfectly by the work of Brian G. Leaver, Heather Dunn, and Rory
Corway, who I had the pleasure of interviewing for my story “Rethinking the Way
We Think About Walls.” Calling them “painters” only scratches the surface. They
are true artisans and masters of their craft, offering a wide range of services that
can transform the walls of your home—and ceilings and floors too--into works of
art.

Whether it’s the beautifully detailed and intricate wallpaper or stenciling work
done by Heather Dunn and Company, the tasteful and sustainable lime wash
and whitewash finishes offered by Rory Conway Paint Finishes, or the stunning
works of freehand art and trompe l'oeil technique employed by Brian G. Leaver
Decorative Painting, the myriad ways the walls of a home can be painted and
designed beyond just applying a simple, one-dimensional coat of paint are vast
and exciting, especially for anyone ready for a little interior spruce-up.

L, for one, will keep my eye on the Instagram accounts of these artists and
others for continued inspiration.

Out with the non-commissioned and unauthorized freehand crayola frescoes
and Paw Patrol sticker “wallpapering,” and in with the new.

Spﬁng has finally arrived, and while for many people that means digging

CAILIN RILEY is a senior reporter with the Express News Group.
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BRIAN G. LEAVER, ABOVE, AT WORK ON A SERIES OF PANELS FOR AN EAST
HAMPTON PROJECT. LEAVER'S INTRICATELY DETAILED WORK COMPLETED,
RIGHT.

RETHINKING THE WAY WE THINK ABOUT WALLS

l'oeil and more — and how they can not only
set the mood and aesthetic for a room, bue, wich
trompe loeil, can even make it seem as though
something is there that is not. He has painted
table surfaces that look like granite or fine stone,
and painted moldings and other touches that
look as if they are chree dimensional or made of
another material entirely.

“Crearing patterns can give a real dynamic feel
to the room,” he said.

While Leaver has rightly earned a repucacion
for being the gold standard when it comes to
high-end decorarive wall-painting, he is not the
only one in che field doing dynamic and incerest-
ing work, Rory Conway of Rory Conway Paint
Finishes, based in East Hampton, is anocher
veteran who employs various techniques to ele-
vate the effect of paint on wall surfaces. Conway
has organized his business with an emphasis
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‘CREATING PATTERNS
CANGIVE A
REAL DYNAMIC FEEL
TO THE ROOM,

-BRIAN G. LEAVER

on sustainability, using mineral paints, Conway
names Keim Paint as his business’s preferred
paint manufacturer for sustainable mineral
paint.

“Mineral paints ouclast all other products on
the marker,” he says.

He says current trends include brushed lime-
washes and distressed whitewashes, which his
company specializes in. They've been working
on mineral stain whitewash finishes on exterior
brick and stone as well and have several of those
projects lined up for the spring, The limewash
and whitewash techniques give a discressed,
anrique look to surfaces.

Conway — who worked with Leaver on the
Guild Hall ceiling — is a highly soughc-after
decorative painter, and while much of his work
is in high-end homes and projects, it is “relatively
inexpensive,” he says.



